
The Greatest Crusader Athlete?

Who is the great Crusader athlete ever? The discussion begins (and probably ends) with Nick Revon. Here are the basic facts about his 1944-
1948 career at St. Aloysius: four letters in basketball, four in baseball, three in track, and two in football. 
Nick grew up in the French Quarter, the youngest of six children and the only one not born in Cuba. Nick attended St. Aloysius starting in the
7th grade. He immediately became a starter on Brother Ralph's basketball team, which lost to Holy Cross in the semifinals of the state 
tournament. Nick made All Prep and All State. In baseball that spring, he pitched and played centerfield on the state championship nine.
His eighth-grade year (1945-46), Nick played on the school's team that won the fall AAU basketball league and then made All State again in the
prep campaign. In a busy spring, he was leadoff man and centerfielder for the baseball team and in the Freshman-Sophomore Track Meet at
City Park Stadium, Nick finished 2nd in the broad jump, 4th in the 120-yard low hurdles, and broke the high jump record with a leap of 7½ feet.
Nick hadn't play football because he didn't enjoy hitting people and possibly causing injury. However, in response to football players goading
him to show that he wasn't chicken, he joined them for his freshman year. Thus "Wop" Glover "added a high-leaping defensive back and 
receiver and return specialist all rolled into one" (Ron Brocato in The Golden Game: When Prep Football Was King in New Orleans).  The 1946
gridders went 6-4, ending with a 13-7 loss to Baton Rouge High in the Sugar Cane Bowl in Thibodaux.  
The much-anticipated basketball season didn't disappoint Crusader fans despite Johnny Altobello taking over for Brother Ralph, who had been
transferred to Catholic High. Scoring 263 points, a single season record to that point, Nick led the Saints to their second state championship
and made All Prep and All State unanimously. The roster listed Nick as a 5'9" forward although memory swears he was a guard. However, 
positions meant little in those days. Brother Ralph and Johnny stressed teamwork, the fundamentals, and good conditioning. A great leaper and
quick defender, Nick took pride in holding the opponent's high scorer to his lowest total of the season.
The highlight of Nick's track season was a 21-foot-8-inch long jump, a school record. Altobello also took over the baseball team, which ended
the Jesuit's 29-game Prep winning streak. According to the Aloysian, Nick made "a sensational catch of a long fly against the fence in deep
center field" to help preserve a 10-9 win over Holy Cross. Nick continued baseball on Charlie Laiche's summer team which qualified for the
National Amateur Tournament in Johnstown PA. They lost to Washington 3-2 in the finals and were awarded the Outstanding Sportsmanship
Cup.
Nick contributed in many ways to the 1947 football team. He punted and kicked extra points. He scored on runs of 82 and 28 yards against
Redemptorist and raced 65 yards against Peters. He threw touchdowns passes against Fortier and Warren Easton. He then turned his attention
to helping the Crimson Cagers defend their state title. Nick averaged 16.7 points per game although his ball handling brought crowds to their
feet more often than his baskets. The team swept through the Prep league but suffered a crushing defeat in the semifinals to Holy Cross, whom
they had defeated several times previously. Because voting took place at the state "final four" and Nick had an off night against the Tigers, he
didn't make the official all-state team. 
In his final spring seasons, Nick regularly scored points in high jump, broad jump, hop-step-jump, javelin, and pole vault. He also filled the 
centerfield and leadoff positions in his usual capable manner.
Having used up his eight semesters of eligibility, Nick left after his sophomore year for Hinds Junior College, where he played basketball and
baseball. He then played both sports at Southern Mississippi, where he is a member of the Athletic Hall of Fame and still their all-time leading
scorer. He has also been inducted into both the Louisiana and Mississippi Sports Halls of Fame. 
Drafted by the Minneapolis Lakers of the NBA in 1954, Nick instead signed for more money with the Houston Ada Oilers of the National
Industrial Basketball League. After his pro career, Nick returned to New Orleans where he coached basketball at St. Aloysius in the 1960s and
for several decades at East Jefferson. 
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2006 Varsity Football Schedule 

Day Date Opponent Location Time 
Saturday 8/26 Tad Gormley Jamboree Tad Gormley 1:00 

Thursday 8/31 H. L. Bourgeois Tad Gormley 7:30 
Friday 9/8 Hammond Hammond 7:00 
Friday 9/15 Slidell Slidell 7:00 

Thursday 9/21 Higgins Tad Gormley 7:30 
Friday 9/29 Shaw Tad Gormley 7:30 

Saturday 10/7 Rummel* (Homecoming) Tad Gormley 2:30 
Saturday 10/14 St. Augustine* Tad Gormley 2:30 
Saturday 10/21 Bonnabel Joe Yenni 7:00 
Saturday 10/28 Holy Cross* Tad Gormley 7:30 

Friday 11/3 Jesuit* Tad Gormley 7:30 

Home Games are in BOLD 
*District Games  

 

Brother Martin Football
Radio Sponsors

If you are interested is sponsor-
ing radio broadcasts of the
2006 Brother Martin Football
season, please contact Tommy
Mitchell at 504-284-6700.
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