
For the 1946-47 school year, St. Aloysius’s
beloved basketball coach, Brother Ralph,
was transferred to Catholic High in Baton
Rouge. To take his place, Principal
Brother Martin hired a young man who

had just been dis-
charged from the
Navy. His name was
Johnny Altobello. A
1938 graduate of
Warren Easton, where
he played football, bas-
ketball, and baseball,
Johnny also played
basketball at Loyola
from 1940-42 before
entering the service.

The players adapted easily to the new
coach, who stressed the same values as
Brother Ralph. The season began with a
62-23 shellacking of none other than the
Catholic High Bears, Brother Ralph’s new
team. Eleven more wins followed, includ-
ing a 41-27 victory over the defending state
champion Jesuit Blue Jays before 5,000
fans. Art Burke of the States wrote:
“Altobello, in his first big coaching assign-
ment, has done a remarkable job with the
Crusaders … The Crimsons are blessed
with a great leader and point-maker in
Nick Revon, but more than that they pos-
sess fine team spirit and team work and
respect for their ex-GI tutor.”

The Jays got revenge with a 28-25 second
round victory at the uptown Coliseum.

Undaunted, Altobello’s charges reeled off
four more victories to become Prep League
co-champions. Post-season competition
consisted of eight teams playing a two-day
single-elimi na tion tournament at LSU. The
Crimson knocked off Warren Easton and
Istrouma to reach the finals, where they
defeated Lake Charles 35-24 in a game that
started at 10:45 pm. Three Saints were
named all state: Revon (for the third time),
Lou Bravo, and Eddie Davis.

When you win state your first year, what do
you do for an encore the next season?
Three starters had departed: Davis, John

Cronin, and Warren “Yo-Yo” Duncan.
Furthermore, Bravo’s eligibility ended
after the first semester. Nevertheless, with
Revon back for his final year and talented
youngsters like freshman Dick Brennan

ready to fill the gaps, 1947-48 held great
promise. The ‘Saders tore through the Prep
season 15-0. Expected to be another
Knights’ coronation, the state tournament
began with a 38-27 victory over
Redemptorist. However, the semifinals
produced a 55-42 upset by Holy Cross, a
squad Aloysius had defeated twice in
league play. The team took out its frustra-
tion in the consolation game on Brother
Ralph’s Bears 62-25 as “Red” Perret tal-
lied 40. Brennan and Perret made All-State,
which in those days meant the All-
Tournament team. For the first time,
Revon, the prep Most Valuable Player, did
not make it.

Led by Super Soph Brennan and another
future Tulane Greenie, Hal Cervini, the
1948-9 ‘Saders repeated the previous sea-
son’s feat by sweeping all 14 league con-
tests. This brought them to LSU again, this
time to the expanded 16-team AA tourna-
ment. Using their double-pivot offense,
they had no trouble with Bolton (68-31),
Lafayette (65-34), and Fortier (50-30).
Standing in their way in the finals, as luck
would have it, was their nemesis, the
Tigers of Holy Cross. Down 14-8 at the half,
the Crimson took over the second half to
win 36-30. Brennan and Bob Chighizola

were voted All State. The team finished as
the first squad in school history to sport a
perfect record (18-0). 

That spring Altobello’s baseball team also
won the city and state crowns.
Furthermore, the summer team won the
Summer Prep Crown and the national
championship at Johnstown PA. The
Aloysian summarized: “All in all, St.
Aloysius had its most successful athletic
year in history.”

Johnny coached three more years on
Esplanade Avenue before moving to De La
Salle. However, his first three years had
already revealed the greatness that would
earn him election to both the Louisiana
High School Hall of Fame and the
Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame.

WHAT A WAY TO START A CAREER
This is the next installment in the

series of articles by Br. Neil Golden ’57 CJ

Johnny Altobello
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Alumni Archives

The Alumni Office is collecting items for
our Alumni Archives.  Any items you may
have from St. Aloysius, Cor Jesu or
Brother Martin that you would like to
donate, would be greatly appreciated.

For more information, please contact
Kenny Spellman ’84, Alumni Director, at

(504) 284-6700

or
kspellman@brothermartin.com

Ladies of the Shield 
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Ladies of the Shield 
 
 
      
     Membership in Ladies of the Shield is open to all alumni 
wives and mothers.  We invite you to join this organization. 
Our  mission is to establish scholarships in honor of our 
husbands and sons and to support Brother Martin High 
School and the Brothers of the Sacred Heart and their lay 
colleagues through our continued involvement in the Brother 
Martin community. 
     We have formulated two membership levels –  
Lifetime and Annual.  Dues for Lifetime Membership are a 
one time payment of $100.  Annual membership dues are 
$25.   
    Please call (504) 284-6700 or visit www.brothermartin.com 
for membership information or to volunteer for these events.  
 
Upcoming Events for 2007: Tennis Tournament (together 
with the Alumni Association) & December Holiday Home 
Tour.   
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