July 8, 2020

Dear Honors English:
Let me begin by saying what a pleasure it is to write to you today. For those of you who don’t know me,
my name is Ian Supak, and I’m going to be your Honors English teacher for the coming year. I hope that
your summer so far has been a good one, particularly during these unusual and unpredictable times.
Above all else, I want you to know that as your teacher, my utmost concern is maximizing your safety,
your opportunity, and your academic growth, in whatever form that may take. To begin that process, I’m
writing to discuss your Honors English summer reading requirements.
As a ninth grader enrolled in Honors English I/II, you are required to read an additional summer novel.
The novel is Out of the Silent Planet by C.S. Lewis, who is one of the great literary and theological minds
of the twentieth century. You have probably heard of his great fantasy series, The Chronicles of Narnia.
This book is not so much fantasy as it is science fiction. Out of the Silent Planet is the first part of a “Space
Trilogy” by Lewis, and if you ever get the chance, I recommend you read the other two! However, for now,
this relatively quick read (160 pages) will form the base of the beginning of our year.
While you are reading, pay careful attention to the adventures in which Ransom participates and make
note of a related vocabulary list at the following address: https://www.vocabulary.com/lists/6843148.
When you return in August, we will discuss both the novel and the vocabulary words.
In addition to Out of the Silent Planet, you have one more summer reading assignment. It is an excerpt
from the document, The Summa Theologica by St. Thomas Aquinas. This excerpt is an example of a
non-fiction primary source, and it will give you a different perspective on theology and the Middle Ages,
which makes for the setting of a couple of our books this year.
You have also been given a set of questions to guide you while reading. Please answer each of these
questions in 2-3 sentences. They will be the basis of our class discussion when you return. Understand
that Aquinas is a very complex writer, and this is a difficult piece. Just do your best. The important thing
is that you try.
If there is a problem with accessing or otherwise working with any documents I’ve discussed above, you
can find all summer reading materials on the Brother Martin website. At the top of the main page, you’ll
see a selection called “Quick Links.” Click on that, then on “Announcements” under the Students section.
Then, on the right side of that page, click on the section called “Summer Reading Information.”
If you have any questions, please email isupak@brothermartin.com.
I can’t wait to work with you this year. See you soon.
Sincerely,
Ian Supak
Brother Martin High School

Summa Theologica
Thomas Aquinas
(edited by Timothy S.McDermott)

Study Questions

1. Using an outside source, define the following terms: 
Theology
and 
Christian
Humanism.

Include an MLA citation for the source you choose.

2. Explain this sentence in your own words. “For things changing are on the way to realization,
whereas things causing change are already realized: they are realizing something else’s
potential, and for that they must be real.” (In the article, the sentence is on the bottom of
page 307, first column).

3. Aquinas states there are five ways to prove there is a God:
●
●
●
●
●

Change
Cause
What Must Be
Gradiation
Guidedness of Nature

In your own words (definitely more than one sentence apiece) explain what you think Aquinas
means by each of these terms.

4. In the section, 
The Genesis of Man 
(the bottom of page 309, first column), Aquinas discusses
the creation of man beginning with the Biblical quote, “It is not good for man to be alone; let
us make him a help that is like himself.” and concluding with: “Forming Eve from Adam’s rib
signified companionship not domination.” What is his perception of creation? What is your
response to his views?

5. Comment on the following statement: “Things in general resemble God in existing, some
things also in being alive, and 
some finally in intellectual discernment: the closest likeness to
God in creation. Properly speaking then, only creatures with intellect are made in God’s
image.
And the point at which they most resemble God is when they imitate his
selfunderstanding and love.” (bottom of page 309, second column top of page 310, first
column). Do you agree with St. Thomas Aquinas’s belief that human intellect is the world’s
closest connection to God?
6. Personal Response: Choose a sentence from the reading that makes no sense to you (give the
page number). Then explain why you think this sentence is so difficult for you to understand.

