Graduation Mass 2016
Good evening.

Lord, send out your spirit and renew the face of the earth.

What a powerful day this is for our church, our faith, for Brother Martin High School, and
for our seniors--our culminating Liturgy as one class before graduation. We are here
filled by the charism of our founder, Andre Coindre, the spirituality and traditions of the
Brothers of the Sacred Heart and by the fire of the Holy Spirit.

This evening we heard some very influential readings from the Acts of the Apostles and
from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. Both readings describe our role in Christ’s
church--our church. Acts of the Apostles describes the moment the holy spirit came to
the apostles as “tongues of fire.” The reading says, “And they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues as the Spirit enabled them to
proclaim.” Jesus had called the apostles, and the Holy Spirit filled them will zeal, to be
Ambassadors for Christ, to go out into the world and spread the good news of the
Gospel.

We are doing the same act tonight with you--sending you forth from your education and
formation at Brother Martin to be Ambassadors for Christ, to take your gifts, your
talents--as rich and varied as the “different tongues” in the scripture passage-- to make
the world a better place, a world filled with love, joy, forgiveness, and redemption.
These are powerful virtues, but we believe you are ready to go out into the world and be
examples of Christ for others.

How will you do this? It may seem too large a responsibility, too grand for a mere
eighteen year old. You may think, “How can | make a difference? What power do |

have?”

Spreading God’s message starts small and has its most power in small acts. We often
refer to the act of kindness of Father Andre Coindre, the Founder of the Brothers of the
Sacred Heart, in bringing the two young girls huddled in the cold outside of St. Nizier

Church in Lyon, France, in the early 1800s as an example of how a small moment can

lead to powerful change for good. What is your small act of kindness? Is it being an



academic resource to tutor a college classmate who struggles in college calculus? Is it
traveling with your campus Catholic Church to do mission work on your Spring Break?
Is it joining a college athletic team and modeling good sportsmanship? Is it keeping in
touch with and encouraging a Brother Martin classmate when he is struggling?

Something as small as any one of these acts is Jesus’ message of love come alive.

The second reading this evening is from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, and it
feels to me almost tailor made for our Graduation Liturgy: “There are different kinds of
spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different types of service but the same Lord;
there are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone.”
Paul has just described everyone in this church tonight. You, Class of 2016, sit before
us with different gifts, different services, different workings, but they all have the
potential to be a unifying spirit or grace to the world. The challenge is to use these gifts

and live up to this potential.

In a letter to one of the first brothers who was struggling with his teaching ministry in
France in the 1820s, Father Coindre told him he must have “courage and confidence” in
his work, even when it wasn’t seemingly producing much good. This is a motto we use
everyday at Brother Martin, our way of calling on our God-given inner strength to
persevere through difficulty and challenge. Where is your courage and confidence?
When have you had to use it? When do you anticipate you will need it in the coming
years? When you are tempted with the pleasures of our material world? When you feel
yourself at odds with your friends and family? Big decisions or small, we must all rely
on the courage and confidence Father Coindre wrote about all those years ago. It is a

grace from God. YOU are a grace from God.

If you can remember back to the Ring Mass, when we gathered here at this same
church, Mr. John Devlin, our President, spoke to you. He began and ended his remarks
with the following sentiment: “Hope is a good thing.” He shared with you then, at the
onset of your senior year, our hopes for you, one of which is this: “We are confident that
based on their experiences as students in a Brothers of the Sacred Heart school, our
graduates are becoming well-rounded, faith-filled, self-disciplined, compassionate, and
academically prepared men who respond to God'’s love.” Such a simple, but profound
hope. As you look at yourself when you get dressed in your cap and gown Friday night,

ask yourself: Am | well-rounded? Am | faith-filled? Self-disciplined? Compassionate?



We, your teachers and parents, say emphatically, “Yes!” But it is you who know where
you have been, where you are, and where you are going. Please know that all of us--

and Christ--are with you as you venture out “to respond to God’s love.”

Tonight, you will receive two special mementos of your time at Brother Martin. In a few
minutes, Mr. Gallagher and Mr. Mavor will hand you a plaque that we hope will be a
reminder of your spiritual life and of Brother Martin’s values. At our front entrance to
school hangs an escutcheon—a coat of arms—identifying the Brothers of the Sacred
Heart. Prominently displayed is the visual depiction of the Sacred Heart itself, ringed
with the crown of thorns and adorned with the cross of crucifixion. The heart is aflame

and indicates Christ’s passion.

Below the image of the heart is our world, indicated by a portion of the globe once
traveled by the first brothers who responded to a call in the United States. The heart
bleeds over the world, showing the sacrifice of Jesus for the sake of humanity. On the
top of the heart is a cross surrounded by the flames of the Holy Spirit that the apostles
received on Pentecost.

These are bold and awe inspiring images and they are this way for a reason, for they
call us out of ourselves and challenge us to be forces for good in the world. Above the
image are the words with which we are very familiar, “Ametur Cor Jesu.” We translate
this as “Loved be the Heart of Jesus.” And when we say this, our hope is that it is a

commitment of love to our friends, families, and our brothers and sisters in this world.

Gentlemen, the diploma you will receive this week is an external, tangible something
you can hold that will serve a specific purpose in making the transition to college. What
we hope you leave Brother Martin with is something no one can touch—a renewed
spirit, a courageous and confident conscience, a loving heart. Remember, as Brother
Martin Hernandez said, we are not here to teach boys how to make a living, but how to
make a life. Every time you look at the memento of the escutcheon you receive
tonight— may it be a reminder to you of your intrinsic worth in our eyes and God’s eyes

and a reminder of the privilege of serving others in His name.

We also have a second memento for you: a Brother Martin Rosary. Over the years we

have appealed to our Mother Mary in special ways: We have taken a knee wherever we



are in the building to recite a decade of the rosary knowing that Mary is forever our
protectress. Use this rosary to remember our Blessed Mother. Or give this rosary to that
special someone in your life--perhaps your own Mother or Grandmother--who has been

a source of comfort and sanctuary for you.

At this time, | ask that Mr. Thomas Mavor, Vice Principal; Mrs. Gabrielle Macaluso,
Assistant Principal; Mr. Ryan Gallagher, Assistant Principal; and Mr. Carlos Bogran,
Assistant Principal, to come forward to hand the students the plaque and the rosary.

Seniors, please follow the directions of the ushers when you come forward.



