
June 29, 17  

Dear Sophomore Crusaders,  

This letter is to introduce myself as your English II/III Honors teacher for the upcoming school 

year and to create a purpose for your summer reading.  

You have been assigned The Natural by Bernard Malamud in addition to the assignment of 

selecting one of the three novel choices posted on the school’s website for “summer reading.”  

The overarching goal of reading and writing is to make personal connections with the text and to 

learn about ourselves so that we can grow in mind and spirit. The purpose of summer reading is 

to provide time for you to ingest rich literature on your own time and in your own space while 

you make these connections. This is quite different than the literature classroom in which you are 

not “on your own,” where you are not made to decipher the meaning and scope of literature 

single-handedly, and where you do have the benefit of class discussion.  

Your first task in reading The Natural is to learn and infer about a tragic character named Roy 

Hobbs, a world famous baseball player seeking the American Dream. (Visit 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson800/Characterization. pdf for 

a quick review of characterization.) To accomplish this task, you will complete a journal with a 

minimum of ten entries using the model below which will be completed and eventually shared 

on Schoology. Prepare your document as follows. Be prepared to present these entries upon 

your arrival in August.  

 

Date Page Numbers Character Evidence from the text 

6-25-17 p. 46 Roy “It was different than he thought it would b .. 

he almost felt like walking out … going where 

people went when they were running out on 

something.” 

    

 

Secondly, your next task is to generate the class vocabulary list for our study of this novel by 



selecting words throughout the text that you encounter for which you find challenging, 

sophisticated, and for which, of course, you know not the meaning. Research suggests that we 

should not stop while reading in order to “look up” words; rather, we should circle or make some 

other note so as to revisit the words after our reading session. After your reading session, you 

should return to your unknown words. look them up, and then generate a list. (I make my list on 

the inside cover of the book and write the page number next to each word.) 

Your task is to produce 

 a list of ten vocabulary words from The Natural 

 page numbers and sentences from which they are found 

 definitions of each word 

In conclusion, upon your return to school you will produce two deliverables which must be on 

a Google Doc with correct MLA citation: 

1. Reading journal 

2. Vocabulary list 

 

Lastly, have a restful summer and do enjoy this book as we all have certainly met and will meet 

many more of the like of “Roy Hobbs.”  

Sincerely,  

Susan Benedetto, M.A., NBCT English II/III Honors sbenedetto@brothermartin.com  

 


