
July 7, 2014 

 

 

Dear Honors English: 

Let me begin by saying what a pleasure it is to write to you today.  For those of you who don’t know me, 

my name is Ian Supak, and I’m going to be your English I teacher for the coming year.  As of now, you 

should have a copy of your summer reading book, The Killer Angels.   

If you haven’t started reading it yet, that’s okay – you’ve got time!  (I’d start soon, however.)  If you have 

started reading it, that’s wonderful.  However, no matter which category you may be in, I wanted to touch 

base with you about a little background information for the book. 

The Killer Angels is a book about the Battle of Gettysburg, which took place in Pennsylvania in 1863.  It 

was one of the most important battles of the Civil War.  You might be thinking that this is a book about 

history; if so, you’d be right!  The historical foundation of this book is important, but as English students, 

we’re going to be looking at the book from a more literary perspective. 

That said, understanding the history is crucial!  This is the kind of book that might be a little hard to 

decipher if you don’t have a fairly firm grasp on the basics of the battle.  That’s why I’m writing today.  I 

wanted to provide some resources that I recommend you review either before or while you read.  Check 

these links out! 

The Battle of Gettysburg in Four Minutes, YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ALyq3seK2g 

The Civil War: Gettysburg, YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jsszvmuZBR4 

Gettysburg, an Overview 

http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/gettysburg.html?tab=facts 

Ten Facts About Gettysburg 

http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/gettysburg/assets/ten-facts-about/ten-facts-about-gettysburg.html 

Understanding Plot Structure 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson904/MidPlotStructure.pdf 

In addition, and perhaps most importantly, there is a set of 140 vocabulary words that are useful to know 

as you read the book.  When you return in August, you will have a test over your understanding of the 

book, as well as a test over the vocabulary.  Don’t worry – the test will not test all 140 of the words, and it 

will not happen anytime soon after you return.  We will have time to discuss any concerns or questions.  

You can be sure of that. 

Anyway, as with much of your vocabulary work in my class, we’ll be using vocabulary.com as a resource.  

If you’ve never used this before, it’s a great website for learning vocabulary, and we’ll be learning more 

about it as the year goes on.  
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The Killer Angels is divided into four parts, each centered around a different day of the battle.  Each of the 

following links is devoted to a separate part of the book.  Visit them before or during your reading of each 

part: 

The Killer Angels, Part One Vocabulary 

http://www.vocabulary.com/lists/388876#view=notes 

The Killer Angels, Part Two Vocabulary 

http://www.vocabulary.com/lists/388911#view=notes 

The Killer Angels, Part Three Vocabulary 

http://www.vocabulary.com/lists/388924#view=notes 

The Killer Angels, Part Four Vocabulary 

http://www.vocabulary.com/lists/388947#view=notes 

 

One final and important note: while this book is about the history of the Civil War, that’s not entirely why 

we read it.  Some of you may find the elements of the battle itself a little confusing.  Which troops are 

where?  Who is fighting with whom?  That’s okay!  I teach this book because it’s about the way different 

people see the same thing in different ways.  Different men watch the same events, and they take 

different meanings for different reasons.  Get to know the characters, and you’ll be fine. 

A copy of this letter is also on our website, in the “Summer Reading” section.  If you have any questions, 

don’t hesitate to email me at isupak@brothermartin.com. 

See you in August! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ian Supak 
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