
WHERE WERE YOU ON SEPTEMBER 30, 2014? 
 
Dear Crusader Alumni, 
 
Where were you on September 30, 2014?  What about on September 30, 2013?  2012?  
And, what does it matter?  
 
September 30 is the anniversary date of the founding of the Brothers of the Sacred Heart.  On 
that day in 1821, ten men climbed a hill in Lyons, France, to profess vows as the first 
Brothers.  Attracted by the faith, courage, and good sense of a young priest, Father André Coindre, they 

answered a call by God to leave everything to follow Jesus and to respond 
to the plight of poor, abandoned, young boys in post-Revolutionary 
France.  That’s it in a nutshell.  There was no parade.  No public 
reception.  No hoopla. 
 
If you could ask those ten first Brothers, they would probably tell you 
that while that moment on September 30, 1821 was extremely 
meaningful and necessary, it was not as exciting as what happened on 

September 29 and the days leading up to it nor what happened on October 1 
and the days that followed.  What took place at the Chapel of our Lady of Fourvière only 

solidified their commitment to Father Coindre’s mission.  In short, while the celebration was important, 
their desire to help God’s especially-loved young people, particularly those for whom no one else was 
concerned, was what genuinely energized and motivated them.  And it continues to be true for all of us 
who are partners in Father Coindre’s mission today!	   
 
The life of a Brother is a fulfilling, joy-filled and adventurous one.  Just 
ask Brother Chris Sweeney, a graduate of Catholic High School (Baton 
Rouge, LA), who studied at UNO, taught and coached at Brother 
Martin, ministered in the inner-city at St. John-Resurrection 
Elementary (Montgomery, AL), prefected at SSC (Bay St. Louis, MS), 
and now raises animals and food to feed boarders and orphans of war 
and the AIDS epidemic at our residency and day school in 
Amatongas, Mozambique!  Other Brothers will have equally 
interesting and exciting stories to tell; just ask! 
 
Today, maybe even in the town or city you live in, there are young people experiencing difficult 
situations like the boys who filled the hospitals, prisons, and streets of Lyons in the 19th century.  The 
cries of the young are reaching a fever pitch.  The world and the Church are in need of more Brothers of 
the Sacred Heart - men who are willing to reach out in compassion to make the love of Christ real and 

effective in the lives of young people.  Right now!  Today! 
 
Is there someone you know who has the heart, but needs a push, an 
invitation from you, to pursue such a call?  Could you muster the 
courage to invite or encourage such an alum, possibly even a 
classmate, to seriously discern a vocation and respond to God’s 
invitation?  
 

And what about you?  Could you be one of those being called to 
embrace the life of a Brother on behalf of young people, especially those 



who are poor and without hope?   
 
Where might you be next September 30, 2015?  Possibly 
with us as a Brother?  The world, the Church and we need 
you.  But most importantly, young people need you.  
Please give it some prayerful consideration, and give me a 
call if you would like to discuss it further.   
 
In His Heart, 
 
 
Brother Ronald Hingle, S.C., ‘78 
Vocation Director 
504-913-0005 
 
 


